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TERMS. 

Ture Cirncutar is published by Communists, and 
for Communists. lis main object is to help the ed- 
‘ucation of several confederated Associations, who 
are practically devoted to the Pentecost principle 
of conmunity of property. Nearly all of its 
readers outside of those Associations are Commu- 
nists in principle. It is supported almost entire!y 
by the free contributions of this Communist con- 
stituency. 1 Paper with such objects and such 
resources, cannot properly be offered for sale.— 
Freely we receive, and we freely give. Whoever 
wises to read The Circular, can have it wirnovut 
PAYING, OR PROMISING TO PAY, by applying through 
the mail, or at 43, Willow Place, Brooklyn. If 
any one chooses to pay, he may send two poLiars 
for the yearly volume ; but he must not require us 
to keep his accounts. We rely on the free gifts of 
the Family Circle for which we labor. 

7 Communications showld be addressed to— 
«Tue Circutar, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 
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Conscientiousness. 

The work of Christ is, to quicken the spirit, 
and to overcome the flesh ; to strengthen the 
inward man, which delights in the law of God, 
and to subdue ‘the law in our members.”?— 
To use the language of Phrenology, he makes 
the will wait upon the reflective faculties instead 
of the affections and propensities, It is a trite 
remark, that men err because they follow their 
inferior propensities instead of reason: but it 
is not so generally understood, that the moral 
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sentiments are also unsafe guides, and should be 
subordinate to the reflective faculties. Obser- 
vation, as well as Phrenology, teaches that 
every exercise of the moral organs is not ne- 
eessarily in harmony with the truth. For 
instance, veneration and conscientiousness, if 
unenlightened, may impel the pagan devotee to 
cast himself under the wheel of an idol’s car. 
We must class the moral sentiments then, with 
the other affections and propensities of human 
nature, which must be crucified by those who 
follow the truth. In the exercise of faith, we 
use our intellectual faculties: our will, at the 
same time, subduing ‘ every thought and imagi- 
nation’ into obedience to our apprehension of 
the truth ; or in other words, denying feeling. 

Among the faculties of man’s mind, conscien- 
tiowsness, if morbid or misdirected, is perhaps 
the greatest obstacle to faith in the gospel.— 
This organ is particularly developed and edu- 


cated in the religious world, and its right to 
dictate and control the conduct is considered 
sacred. ‘To declare independence of conscience, 
would be thought licentious and reprobate.—- 
But yet it is true that our natural conscience 
must be put off with the old man—and a new 
conscience put on, which is renewed in knowl- 
elye after the image of Christ. The gospel 
offers us justification without the deeds of the 
law; but large conscientiousness is opposed to 
the terms. The Jews rejected the word of 
God, beeause they ‘‘judged themselves wnwor- 
thy of everlasting life.’”? They followed after 
the luv of righteousness, which was enshrined 
in their conscience, and would not submit them- 
sel-os to the righteousness of God. Paul, in 
counting all things but loss that he might win 
Christ, gave up a conscience that was more 
exceedingly zealous of the tradition of the fath- 
ers, and undoubtedly suffered more in his con- 
scientiousness than any other way. 

In inorance of the truth that conscientious- 
ne*sis o be denied, asa part ofthe carnal mind, 
we are too much inclined to pamper and approve 
th: * delicacy which forbids us to assume and 
confess justification, the gift of God to all men. 
We are too conscientious to judge ourselves 
acquitted, and feel at peace with God: we 
would rather do something to propitiate for our 
sins. Thisisa perverse operation of eenscience. 
It should operate to make us unwilling to frus- 
trate the grace of God. If conscientieusness is 
net in subjection we may constantly be discon- 
tented and sinking into condemnation, on ac- 
count of imperfections in external character, 
thet cannot be immediately rectified, but which 


the grace of God wiil remove in due time, and 
‘concerning which we should exercise that pa- 
'tience that we do under any affliction. God 
‘has a perfect right to forbid that exercise of 
conscientiousness which produces self-coudem. 
nation. It is before him that we judge our- 
iselves, when perhaps he has nothing against us 
|—I need not say perhaps—for we are assured 
‘that he “was in Christ reconciling the world to 
|himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them.” Now he beseeches, if he does not com- 
;mand us, that we enter into the reconciliation, 
by ceasing to condemn ourselves.——{Reprint. 





Philosophy of Insanity. 

In reflecting upon the subject of insanity, 
our attention is directed to the man possessed 
with an unclean spirit, who met Christ as he 
passed into the country of the Gadarenes. (See 
Mark 5: 1—19.) ‘ This man,’ says Mark, ‘ had 
his dwelling among the tombs; and no man 
could bind him, no, not with chains: because 
that he had been often bound with fett-rs and 
chains, and the chains had been plucked asun- 
der by him, andthe fetters broken in pieces: 
neither could any man tame him. And always, 
night and day, he was in the mountains and in 
the tombs, erying, and cutting himself with 
stones.’ And yet it will be observed that 
though the man was perfectly furious and irra- 
tional, the spirtts which possessed him were ra- 
tional. They recognized Christ at once, saying, 
‘ What have we to do with thee, Jesus thou Son 
of the most high God?’ They made no resis- 
tance, butcunningly besought him,saying, ‘Send 
us into the swine, that we may enter into them.’ 
They manifested a great amount of self-posses- 
sion and diplomatic skill. It seems evident, 
that this distinction between insane persons and 
the spirits which make them insane, should 
now be made in all cases of insanity. When 
the spirits that produce insane actions come out 
from behind the curtain, and fairly show them- 
selves, as they did in the example above notic- 
ed, they are proved to be rational beings, who 
know how to behave well, and how to obey 
orders. 

The questions arise—why did these spirits 
want to possess the man? and how are we to 
account for their desire te ‘go into the herd of 
swine.’ It plainly indicates that there is a 
strong craving on the part of spirits to keep 
possession of flesh. The devils objected to 
going into the deep, into the outward, the ‘ in- 
ane,’ as Carlyle terms it. (See Luke 8: 31, 
32; see also Matt. 12: 43—45.) They did 
not want to depart from matter: they wanted 
a home in this world. So, we may assume as 
a universal principle, that spirits do wish to 
get into the flesh of living beings, and into the 
flesh of swine if they cannot do better. All 
the generations of the dead are seeking com- 
According to the 


munication with the living. 
‘ Rappings,’ all the dead are hovering over their 
blood relations, with family claims. Here 
we see the continuation of the ruling passion 
of this world,—acquisitiveness. Paul says, 
‘The love of money, [i. e., the spirit of appro- 
priation] is the root of all evil.’ If this is so, 
the question naturally arises, How does the 
passion of acquisitiveness operate after deatli ? 
for we cannot suppose for a moment that this 
department of human nature is annihilated. 
It is plain that acquisitiveness has the same ac- 
tion in Hades as here, but in a different sphere. 
Men in this world love money, but the spirits 
of Hades love flesh. 

And now we can understand the philosophy 
of insanity. The greedy spirits of Hades, de- 
siring union with matter, are constantly striving 
to get back into human nature. Then suppose 
that half a dozen of these selfish spirits seize 





hold of one man, each one endeavoring to get 


possession. They would right away get into a 
squabble—a regular melee. The subject in 
the case would necessarily act very strangely, 
although the spirits might be perfectly rational. 
A child for instanee would appear crazy enough, 
if half a dozen men should lay claim to it, and 
seize hold of it, and begin to pull and jerk ; 
but the men would not be crazy. The simple 
truth is, that absolutely speaking, to an intelli- 
gent eye, there is no insanity. 

Ail spirits are capable of apprehending pow- 
er, and of being obedient. On one occasion, 
Mark says, Christ ‘suffered the devils not to 
speak,’ and commanded them to retire. When 
the devils requested to be sent into swine, he 
permitted them to go: and then the swine be- 
haved as mad men—and rushed into the deep. 

It is well for persons to be aware that they 
are objects of desire—that the spirits of the 
dead are striving to get possession of their flesh 
and blood: and they should also understand 
well the process of salvation. It is certain 
that Christ will carry out another law of affin- 
ities than that of kindred. ‘ Think not,’ says 
he, ‘that Iam come to send peace on earth. 
I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I 
am come to set a man at variance against his 
father, and the daughter against her mother, 
and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in 
law. Anda man’s foes shall be they of his 


They know him, and his name is thunder to 
them, whether in this world or the other.— 
‘Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall*be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” ** 





“ Conversation.” 

The passages in the New Testament, in 
which the word ‘ conversation’ occurs, show 
that it has a more general signification than is 
generally applied toit. (See Eph. 2: 3, 4: 22. 
Phil. 1: 27, 3: 20. 1Tim. 4:12. Heb. 12: 
5and7. Jas. 3:13. 1 Pet. 1: 15, 18: 2, 
12: 3, 1: 2,and 16. 2Pet. 2:7, 3:17.) It 
is manifestly intended to refer to the whole 
life. Paul in his epistle to the Ephesians, calls 
it the ‘old man.? We ‘are redeemed’ from 
the ‘old man,’ from vain habits of thought, 
‘received by tradition from our fathers,’ and 
from traditionary behavior in general, ‘ not 
with silver or gold, but with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot.? When Peter speaks of ‘re- 
demption by the blood of Christ,’ he evidently 
refers to the general character we are saved 
from. And if we look at our life, we shall see 
that, under the instructions of Christ and the 





own household.’ (Matt. 10: 34—36.) He 
breaks up all old connections and introduces 
new ones. And he said, when his own mother 
and brethren stood by, ‘ Who is my mother, 
and who are my brethren? Whosoever shall do 
the will of my Father which is in heaven, the 
same is my brother, and sister, and mother.’ 
He refers to God as our Father, saying, ‘ Call no 
man father upon earth: for one is your Father, 
which is in heaven.’ (Matt. 23:9.) Christ 
carried out this principle himself, and has given 
us power to carry it out. We, in the name of 
Christ, can say not only to the living genera- 
tions, but to the dead, and to all claiming spi- 
rits, ‘Stand back: we do not belong to you. 
We have a right to be possessed by the whole- 
some spirit of Christ.? The expression of 
Paul, ‘ Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, and touch not the unclean,’ is appli- 
cable to our relations, either dead or alive. We 
shall find it necessary to seek salvation to this 
extent. We must be able to say of ourselves 
as Christ said of his disciples, ‘ Ye are not of 
this world.’ It will require great wisdom to 
separate ourselves from the covetous spirits 
that are over us, beneath us, and on every side ; 
and Christ will give us this wisdom. 

The introduction of the true law of affinity 
which determines our claims on others, and 
others’ claims on us. not by natural kindred, 
but by the affinities ot God, will break up in- 
sanity. As long as men consider that they 
have aright to property, they will claim and 
grab. But an end will be made of their gree- 
diness, when they consider that God is the 
owner and distributor of all things. When we 
are strong enough to say to spirits, ‘ You have 
no right to act on the grab-game_principle— 
God owns us ;’ the whole of Hades and devil- 
dom will stand back, and we shall have peace 
—our liberty and rights. 

To go back to our first illustration : suppose 
that half a dozen persons have hold of an indi- 
vidual, and are pulling him about, making him 
act irrationally ; and one stronger than all of 
them steps up, and says, ‘Stop your quarrel- 
ing, this is my property.” They would then 
walk off, and an end would come to the matter. 
This is just what is needed in all cases of insan- 
ity,—for a stronger spirit to take possession, and 
command peace. 

The confession of Christ, is an effectual tal- 





isman against intrusions from all evil spirits.— 


influence of his spirit, we are being redeemed 
from traditionary habits in all its departments. 
An entire change is being wrought in us, and 
we are becoming ‘new creatures.’ Old tra- 
ditions concerning the doctrines of the Bible 
are passing away, and soare the traditions of 
the world in respect to money, business, mar- 
riage, health, morality, &c., and new views 
and principles have filled their place. Let 
every one sincerely pray that the time may 
speedily come, when we can truly say, ‘ Old 
things are passed away: behold, all things are 


begome new.’ 2Cor. 5: 17. 





Invisible Solids. 

It is very important to establish our faith in 
the idea of invisible solids. 

It is evident from the nature of things, that 
the foundations are more solid than the super- 
structures: and the spiritual is really the basis 
and foundation of the visible. All solidity, all 
form, all matter, as far as there is cohesiveness 
and attraction in it, comes out from the spirit- 
ual, The substance of all form and _ solidity 
must be back in the spiritual. We should re- 
gard God and the spiritual world as the founda- 
tion on which the visible world stands, just as 
a house standson brick-work, and substances 
that are more solid than the house itself. The 
sea is built on its earth foundations. So the 
whole machinery of the universe is built on the 
word of God—the word of God is a spiritual 
power and substance. The foundations of the 
earth are in God, and in the spiritual world. 

We conceive of Hades as a state of weaknes. 
and ghostliness—having a similar relation to this 
world that the atmosphere has to this earth: 
we conceive of it as being much less substantial 
than this world. On the other hand, we must 
conceive of the spiritual world on the side of 
God, which is the side of the redeemed—that 
instead of being like the atmosphere of the earth 
—an attenuated substance, it is the foundation 
of the earth ; i. e., it does not proceed from the 
earth, but the earth proceeds from it. The 
world of Hades proceeds from the earth; but 
the resurrection world in which God is at home 
does not proceed from the earth, but the earth 
proceeds from it—and instead of being less sol- 
id, it is more solid, than the visible world. 

Abraham looked for a city which hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker is God—which 
expression seems to show that he did not con- 
ceive of visible things as having foundations. 





—Home- Talk. 
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Paul’s Doctrine of the Cross. 


We have insisted that the marriage question is to 
be settled, not by experiments of expansion or con- 
traction—as Polygamy, divorce, or Shakerism—but 
only by death. The law of marriage properly binds 
during the term of natural life-; and if there is to 
be any change, it must come by passing out of this 
world into a posthumous state—a change for indi- 
viduals equivalent to death. The only alternative, 
or modification of the marriage system which the Bi- 
ble any where recognises, is a resurrection state in 
which ‘ they neither marry nor are given in mar- 
riage, but are as the angels of God.’ This of course, 
is limited to a condition the other side of death. 

The only question that remains is as to the process 
of death—whether the commonly recognized form of 
passing out of the world is the only one. And here 
We] have expressed the opinion thatit is not—that 
there is a better and more effectual way of dying 
than to be sick and call inthe undertaker. It seems 
to us that the very sum and substance of the gospel 
of Christ is its ability to put us on the other side of 
death, and in possession of the privileges of a post- 
humous state; i.c. freedom from sin, from law, and 
evil relations of every kind. If this is not the sal- 
vation proclaimed in ‘the cross of Christ,’ his death 
and resurrection, we ask what is? Good men in all 
ages, befure the mission of Christ, had the privilege 
of dying in the natural way, and of hoping for the 
blessedness of a future state ; and if that is all which 
is given to us, pray what did the coming and death 
of Christ accomplish ? 

jut with believers in the Bible we need not argue 
the case. Itis manifest to every canclid reader of 
the New Testament, that the apostles taught, and 
their followers believed, that the death of Christ was 
their death—introducing them, as fast as they could 
be made to apprehend it, to the conditions of that 
posthumous world in which he was. 

Paul every where assumes this in his preaching of 
‘ Christ crucified ;? and his only labor was to develop 
to the minds of the church the consequences of that 
change, which were freedom from sin, from legal 
ordinances, from the world, from carnal connections, 
and finally from death. He bases all his exhorta- 
tions on these points, on the recognized fact of 
their emancipation from this life, and their entrance 
into a new world beyond death, by union with 
Christ. We will give some specimens of his teach- 
ings that are clearly to the point. In the following, 
the apostle is urging the Romans to apprehend the 
privilege of their posthumous state in respect to 
freedom fron sin: 

ITow shall we, that are dead to sin, live any long- 
er therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as 
were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 
his death? Therefore we are buried with him by bap- 
tism into death : that like as Christwas raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. For if we have been 
planted together in the, likeness of his death, we 
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection : 
knowing this, that our oldyman is crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might),e destroyed, that hence- 
forth we should not serve sin. For he thatis dead 
is freed from sin. Now ifwebte dead with Christ, 
we believe that we shallalso live with him: knowing 
that Christ being raised from the dead, dieth no 
more; death hath no more dominion ever him. For 
in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that 
he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 


ilive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. | 


In another place, he reminds them of their emanci- 
pation from the dominion of the /aw, by the fact of 
their death and transfer to another world: 

Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that 
know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over 
a man as long as he liveth? For the woman which 
hath a husband is bound by the law to her husband 
so long as he liveth: but if the husband he dead, 
she is loosed from the law of her husband. So then 
if, while her husband liveth, she be married to an- 
other man, she shall be called an adulteress: but 
if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so 
that she is no adulteress, though she be married to 
another man. Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are 
become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that 
ye should be married to another, even to him who is 
raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit 
unto God. For when we were in the flesh, the mo- 
tions of sins, which were by the law, did work in 
our members to bring forth fruit unto death. But 
now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held; that we should serve in new- 
ness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 


The same sentiment is again repeated in Galatians : 


For I through the law am dead to the law, that I 
might live unto God. lam crucified with Christ : 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me. 

In another place he states the principle broadly, 
that in the death of Christ, all diel; and makes it 
the ground for disavowing all those external connec- 
tions which obtain in the world : 

The love of Christ constraineth us; because we 
thus judge, thatif one died for all, then all died; 
[Greek;] and that he died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but un- 
to him which died for them and rose again. , Where- 
fore henceforth know we no man after the flesh ; yea, 
though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet 


now henceforth know we him no more. Therefore if 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away ; behold all things are become 
new. 

For tlie same admitted reason, he takes occasion 
to reprove the Colossians for their observance of le- 
gal ordinances—Sabbaths, holy days, &c.: 

Wherefore (says he) if ye be peap with Christ from 
the rudiments of the world, why, as though living 
in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (touch 
not ; taste not; handle not; which all are to perish 
with the using) after the commandments and doc- 
trines of men ? 

If ye then be risen with Christ, (he continues.) 
seck those things which are above, where Christ sit- 

th on the right hand of God, Set your affection on 
things above, and not on things on the earth. For 
YE ARE DEAD, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
When Christ, whois our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory. 

The passages we have quoted speak for themselves, 
and show plainly that the intent of the gospel was 
to take people out of this world, into a state beyond 
death, risen with Christ, free from sin and law, and 
all the temporary relationships of the mortal state. 
In other words, Christ stands in the place of death 
to those who receive him, having all the preroga- 
tives of death, and just as effectually taking them 
out of the world with all its claims and connections, 
as though they went through the process of separa- 
tion from the body in the old way. This is the 
superiority of the gospel, the grace that comes by 
Christ, which the prophets and patriarchs never 
knew. This is the meaning, faintly shadowed, of 
Paul’s great doctrine of ‘Christ crucified, which 
unto the Jews was a stumbling block, and unto the 
Greeks foolishness; ‘ but unto them which are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and 
the wisdom of God.’ 





Movement for Freedom. 


A religious persecution broke out in the Grand 

Duchy of Tuscany, in Italy, some two years since, 
in consequence of the circulation of the Bible among 
the common people. Some were exiled, others im- 
prisoned. Among the rest, two obscure individuals, 
Signor Madiai and his wife, were tried in June last 
for their religious faith, and sentenced, the former 
to 56 months, and the latter to 45 months imprison- 
ment and hard labor. 
This has produced considerable sensation in the 
Protestant world, and meetings have been held in 
England, Scotland, and other countries, to express 
sympathy with the sufferers, and to endeavor, by 
rational appeal to the Grand Duke, to put a stop to 
the persecution. 

A similar meeting was held in New York, at the 
Metropolitan Hall, on the evening of Friday, Jan. 7, 
Mayor Westervelt presiding. The attendance was 
large, and the proceedings very hearty and enthusi- 
astic. A series of resolutions were passed, the 
substance of which was, a request that the President 
of the United States would use his influence in such 
a manner as he might deem most judicious, in behalf 
of these people, with the hope that the Government 
of Tuscany might at least allow Signor Madiai and 
his wife to quit their prisons, and emigrate to this 
country, if so disposed, at our expense. It was de- 
clared to be the duty of our Government to secure to 
our citzens, in whatever country they might be, the 
enjoyment of religious liberty and the rights of con- 
science. And it was recommended that our Govern- 
ment should combine with the Governments of those 
countries which enjoy religious liberty, to secure 
the same to those nations that do not enjoy this 
liberty. It was also affirmed in the most emphatic 
manner, that it was the right of every man to wor- 
ship God according to the dictates of his own con- 
science, and toread the Bible without molestation, 
to himself, to his friends, and to all who wished to 


hear it. A. 





Fanaticism--Its Source and Symptoms. 

A gentleman called upon us a few evenings 
since, who is a devotee of the ‘ Spirits ;? and 
the listlessness of his appearance, together with 
his saying that he had not done much fora 
year, not being permitted (by the spirits we 
conclude,) led to some conversation in our cir- 
cle, which resulted in a clear discovery as we 
thought, of one important distinction between 
good and evil spiritual influences. It was this : 
that the latter always produce stupidity, list- 
lessness, inertia, and endolence in reference to 
worldly business ; while the spirit of Christ al- 
ways produces activity and a wide-awake inte- 
rest in every thing profitable ; energy in busi- 
ness, as well as in every other direction. 

It appears to be a universal fact that these 
Rapping listeners lose all their appetite for 
business, and become unpractical and absent 
minded, indisposed to any useful activity.— 
Many of us could tell from our own experience 
of times when we were exposed to fanatical 
winds ; how enervating the influence was, how 
flat and unprofitable every thing like work ap- 





peared, and what a tendency there was to 





‘ neglecting of the body,’ leading us almost to 
despise the natural refreshments of eating and 
sleep. One instance in particular was referred 
to, in which one of our families came under the 
baptism of a fanatical spirit, and the effect was 
to stagnate every thing but brain-work, and 
keep that unnaturally active. Practical, useful 
ordinary affairs had to wait all day on revela- 
tions and transcendental nonsense, and there 
was ‘no night there,’ no natural repose. There 
was excitement of the brain, but paralysis of all 
the other powers—and it wasa houschold of 
sleep-walkers. One of our friends, was once the 
subject of a spiritual delusion, which amounted 
to insanity, and its first effect was to make him 
quit business, of which he was naturally fond, 
and give himself up to luxurious thought.—-- 
He knows the heights and depths of this dreamy 
absent-minded state, thro’ his connection with 
New York Pertectionism. That was an influ- 
ence which made persons unpractical—destroy- 
ed their appetite for business, and useful appli- 
cation of all kinds. Some of its disciples 
became the most deplorable loafers in the world, 
and domestic comfort suffered seriously in con- 
sequence of the thriftless habits and irregulari- 
ties it bred. 

We concluded that this paralyzing tendency 
of fanatical influences, betrayed the secret of 
their source ; showing that the great spiritual 
fountain from which they proceeded was /Iades, 
—the sleep of death. We should expect that 
an influence from Hades, would be unfriendly to 
the body and all its relations. Intercourse 
with the spirits actually makes people look 
ghostly, and cadaverous ; and the visitor we have 
mentioned, professed a supreme indifference 
to life. It is evident enough that the whole 
class to which he belongs are fast becoming 
anchorites—they are destitute of curiosity and 
lively interest in relation to what is passing in 
the world, and out of rapport with the spirit of 
the age in its discoveries and improvements. 
The Hadean influence, if it could get sufficient 
vent, would evidently stupefy the world— 
quench all its enterprises, and put it to sleep. 
It would make mummies of the whole genera- 
tion, and the world would be peopled with 
ghosts. 

Resurrection life is the perfect antagonist 
of this deathly spell. The spirit that comes 
from Christ is wakeful, full of bright eyed cu- 
riosity, and the fire of enterprise. It imparts 
vivacity, appetite for action, and sharpens all 
the senses. Instead of making us sick of ere- 
ation it is the very medium in which to appre- 
ciate natural beauty of all kinds. It weans us 
from all idolatrous adhesions, but at the same 
time fits us for dealing with matter. It is 
said that God crowned Adam with glory and 
honor and set him over the work of his hands. 
The resurrection life puts man in that place 
again and helps him discharge all its relations. 
This life is a new power of activity, and no 
matter where the vent is—it will operate in 
worldly business, as well as in the spiritual de- 
partment, to give snap and execution and in- 
genuity, 

We have set it down as the difference then, 
between Christ and all other spiritual fountains, 
that Christ never makes us listless and stupid ; 
nothing comes from him to make us dreamy and 
unpractical, and take away our‘appetite for busi- 
He does not make anchorites or ghosts 
of us, but all his influence goes to establish 
beautiful, harmonious relations between us and 
On the other hand, we may know 


hess. 


creation. 
a bad spirit, by its effect on our activity ; if it 
terds to spoil our business character, and dull 
our sense of beauty, and reduce us to mere 
mummies ; it is from the world of the dead. 

In view of this influx from Hades, which 
threatens to make a world of ghosts and mum- 
mies, we see the necessity and beauty of the 
counter movement we are engaged in, of a con- 
junction with the Primitive church, and the in- 
troduction of their influence here. And we 
see that it is high time that somebody should 
be developing the posthumous state that be- 
longs to the resurrection, so long as all Hades 
is pouring in its influence, converting the world 
to the posthumous state existing there. 





People will say that the changes proposed in 
our Social Theory, even if they are after the 
heavenly order, rightly belong to the posthu- 
mous state, and should not be entered upon in 
this world. They will say it is premature, 
and not following the example of the Primi- 
tive church, to place ourselves on a posthumous 
platform here. But on the other hand, the 
world of the dead had not pressed into this 
world in the days of the Primitive Church 
as it has in this day. The doctrine of the res- 
urrection is only coming up abreast of devel- 
opements on the other side; and ifthe resur- 
rection does not take possession of this world, 
Hades will. The two theories, of Shakerism 
and universal love-relations, respond to the two 
departments, Hades and the resurrection :—— 
one isa theory looking toward death, the other 
toward life. i. 





Correspondence of the Circular. 
Absurdity of Angels’ Wings. 
Newark, Jan. 7, 1853. 
On Wednesday evening I attended a lec- 
ture by Park Bensamin, Esq. His subject 
was, The Ridiculous; and I enjoyed the lec- 
ture highly, as you might suppose. I thought 
it characterized by good sense, a great respect 


for simplicity and sincerity, and reverence for’ 


God. Some of his remarks on angels were so 
much in accordance with what you say of them 
in The Circular, that I thought they would in- 
terest you. 

Speaking of things that touched our sense of 
the ridiculous, he said that the poetic and pic- 
torial ideas of angels, with a body like that ofa 
man, and wings, by some mysterious process, 
put on tothe back, behind the arms, when if 
at all, they should have been the arms them- 
selves, involuntarily excited ridicule. For, to 
awaken the sublime, and excite our admiration, 
there must be symmetry of design, and congru- 
ity of parts; but here there was none. It is 
said there is somewhere preserved a pinfeather of 
the angel Gabriel: though it looks so much 
like the quill of an eagle, that few who have 
seenit can believe the iegend. But might it not 
be true, since Milton ascribes to him three sets of 
wings, that this feather fell from the smallest ? 
All this, he thought, appeared at once ridicu- 
lous and absurd ; but not more so than the rep- 
resentations we every where see of angels.— 
For to propel their body through the air, their 
wings, to be in proportion, must be at least six 
times as large as they are represented; and 
more than all, to guide themselves in their 
zwrial flights, the angels themselves must be dif- 
ferently constructed; for it might most em- 
phatically be said of every thing of the winged 
kind, that ‘ thereby hangs a ¢ail.’ 

He thought these ideas about as rational as 
the boy’s, who one evening just at dusk, saw a 
large owl fly out of the barn, just over his head. 
He was greatly frightened, and ran into the 
house, and told the folks that he was ‘certing 
a going to dic, for he had seen a cherubim.’ 

As emblems, he had no objection to angels be- 
ing represented with wings—thought them sig- 
nificant of their swift, airy voyages, &e., &e. 

I thought these ideas an advance on the old 
notions of angels, and showed that ‘the world 
does move.’ They were well received by an 
intelligent audience. 


Yours truly, L. F. Dunn. 





Correspondence of The Circular. 
Churches and Schools in Old Times. 
Wallingford, Jan. 7, 1853. 
—After reflecting upon some conversation 
I had with you, (when you was here) upon 
the subject of education, and particularly on 
the improvement that has been made in the 


common schools, I thought I should like to go | 


back to my childhood and note down some 
things that came under my observation in re- 
lation to schools, churches, &c. 

The first school that I attended was kept in 
an old dilapidated house that stood in the high- 
way, without ever being painted, with a fire- 
place at one end of the room, where the wood 
was burned to warm the room. As to black- 
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boards, maps, and globes, I never saw one in| Son. 


a district school while I attended. 
My earliest recollections of attending church, 
are, that I rode with my mother on horseback. 


by their foot-stoves. Those 
distance had what they called ‘ Sabba’day| 
houses ;? that is, small houses built near the | 
church, with a place at one end to put their) 
horse, and the other to warm themselves in the 
morning and at noon, in the winter, and spend 
their intermission in the summer. Those fami- 
lies that did not feel able to build themselves a_ 
house, would unite with their neighbours and 
hire a room near the church, either at the 
tavern or in some private family. My father, 
in connection with some other families, hired 
aroom at the village inn for a number of 
years. My means of conveyance to and from 
church were as above stated, or to walk, until 
I was 10 years old, when my father bought a 
wagon which was one of the first one-horse wa- 
gons in the place, although he always kept one 
and sometimes two horses. The church where 
I attended never had any means of warming it, 
until I was about twenty years old. From 
that time to the present there has been a spir- 
it of improvement in relation to education 
throughout the New England States. 

When I think of the past, and contrast it 
with the present, it draws out my heart to God in 
thankfulness. We now have our Aome schools, 
home churches, and meetings every evening, 
with a family circle of ‘loving hearts. These 
are some of the privileges that belong to true 
communism ; and they are to soeiety something 
like the modern introduction of steam to ma- 
chinery ;—opening « prospect of improvement 
in every direction which we can hardly estimate, 
and which our fathers probably never thought of. 

Our confidence in inspiration and love of the 
truth, as presented by Mr. Noyes, is increas- 
ing from day to day. I think we are working 
out of the I-spirit and working into the we- 
spirit, which increases our love for and confi- 
dence ineach other asa family, and with all the 
other Associations. 

[ remain your brother in Christ. 


IT. ALien. 


Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 157. 


[Rerorrep For THE Cirncutar, Oct. 26, 1851.]} 


SATAN’S POLICY TO HINDER COMMUNICATION. 
** Wherefore we would have come unto you (even 
I Paul) once and again; but Satan hindered us.” 


1 Thess. 2: 18. See also Rom. 16: 20—22. 

The idea that these passages suggest to 
my mind is, that Satan is a great hinderer 
of communication between the saints. The 
text quoted is a sufficient foundation for the 
idea: Paul was minded, once and again, to 
visit the Thessalonians, but Satan hindered 
him. The great work of Satan is to hinder 
communication—to hinder our communica- 
tion with God, in the first place, and then 
our communication with one another. As 
the constitution of the kingdom of heaven 
is summed up in devotion to God and com- 
munity with each other, so the work of Sa- 
tan against that kingdom is to separate— 
to introduce repulsion and division. That 
is the character of Satan’s spirit. 

First, darkness is a great cause of sepa- 
ration. ‘Two persons may be close to each 
other, and yet by reason of darkness imag- 
ine themselves thousands of miles apart. 
As far as the spirit of darkness comes 
between us and God, it has the natural ef- 
fect to separate us from him. Then all 
the accessories of darkness, the blind work- 
ings of sensual passion, Kc., are separating in 
their influence. The whole spirit of Satan 
isan entirely foreign substance, working 
like a poisonous sliver between hearts that 
were made for fellowship and profitable 
communication with each other. In the 
first place, Satan’s plan and political pur- 
pose is to carry on war against God and his 





p ‘ » stories high, with two | oe zs : 
The church was three stories high, .  «, egotistical isolation—to put darkness be- 
tiers of galleries, and no means of warming it| 
in winter, except what the ladies contributed | 


that lived at a| 


Secondly, his policy is to prevent 
communication—to cut off and destroy old 
communications, and prevent, as far as pos- 
sible, all new communications, and produce 


tween God and maa, and man and his bro- 
ther. That, evidently, was the policy of 
his transaction in the garden of Eden: he 
first introduced his own spirit of darkness 
between Adam and Eve and God—so break- 
ing free communication upward, and then 
separated Adam and Eve from each other. 

You can see how necessary for Satan this 
policy is. For it is evident, in the first 
place, that God is almighty; and there is 
no chance for Satan to conquer in direct 
conflict with him. Then of course the ques- 
tion whether Satan shall maintain his foot- 
hold in the world, turns on the question 
whether God shall get into communication 
with men, and infuse his strength and power 
into them, sufficient to destroy Satan’s em- 
pire. There is no question about the ability 
of God to accomplish in man a thorough vie- 
tory over the devil. But the critical point, 
is whether that power shall be brought into 
free communication with man. It is Sa- 
tan’s policy to prevent it; for he knows if 
he fails to do so his power is lost. There is 
omnipotence enough on God’s side: and 
just so far as his spirit and word can have 
free vent in the world, man is safe, and Sa- 
tan is defeated. 

Tracing the history of this warfare in the 
Bible, we find that God, through the long 
struggle of the Jewish dispensation, success- 
fully prepared a people, a virgin nation, 
suited to his purposes; and in the course of 
time sent his Son into the world, and com- 
munication with human nature was com- 
menced. Satan concerted a plan to destroy 
Christ, soon after his birth; but God de- 
feated his plan, and succeeded in maintain- 
ing the foothold he had gained. Then in 
the beginning of Christ’s ministry we find 
Satan again doing his best to stop the mat- 
ter where it was, by seducing Christ ; but | 
the power of God was again triumphant.— 
And now Christ goes forth with omnipotent 
out devils, healing the sick, 








power, casting 
and raising the dead; and we see the work 
of God going steadily forward, victorious 
over all the attempts of the devil to prevent 
the communication that had begun. Christ 
goes on and asserts his own power thorough- 
iy, and then sends out 70 disciples—trans- 
fers his power to other men, and proves his 
omnipotence by sending them in his name. 
All devils had to retire when that transac- 
tion took place. When Christ had obtained 
possession of men, so that, his power could 
deploy into secondary action—when his 
power had passed from himself to others, 
then he saw Satan as ‘lightning fall from 
heaven.’ It was a critical time with the 
prince of this world, when the fact was 
demonstrated that the omnipotent power of 
Christ could be extended beyond himself. 
It wasa fatal disaster to his spiritual empire. 
But victory was not completed; or what 
neecssity was there that Christ should die ? 
Just before he was crucified, he says, ‘Now | 
is the judgment of this world, now shall the | 
prince of this world be cast out.’ So that | 
the death of Christ was a still more critical | 
period. | At the previous crisis Satan had | 
fallen from heaven, but it remained for him 
to be cast out of this world. Now observe, 
that though the disciples had great success, 
and returned from their mission testifying, 
that the devils were subject unto them, yet 
they probably were too much elated, and 
were still open to unbelief ; and pretty soon 
there came up a case that they could not 
handle, and they were defeated. However, 








Christ was not defeated : the original power 
was still omnipotent and successful again in 
that case. But that case shows that Christ 
had not yet an extension of his power in others 
that could be relied upon ; Satan still seemed 
to have the advantage of his disciples; and 
a more thorough work must be done. Christ 
must get more complete communication with 
them; the foundation must be laid for an 
extension of his life into their moral charac- 
ters; the almighty power of truth must be 
established in their minds and hearts, before 
they could be really united to him, before 
communication could be thoroughly estab- 
lished, and therefore before they could be- 
come extensions of the almighty power there 
was in Christ. He did not stop there,— 
he went right forward, minding nothing 
about their imperfections, and nothing about 
his lack of comfort and help from them, but 
proceeded to do the thing that was necessa- 
ry to thoroughly rout and overthrow the 
power of Satan in this world; and that 
could be done only by his death, and by the 
development of the vast and deep truths 
connected with his cross. By dying, he 
obtained possession of human nature, and 
established communication with the root and 
central life ofit. And almighty power again 
went forth on the day of Pentecost, with 
still greater majesty than before, attacking 
Satan in the moral and intellectual depart- 
ments of human nature ; and so laying firm 
foundations for destroying his power in all 
other departments. 

In this next stage of the matter, Satan, 
finding that he is not able to prevent the ex- 
tension of this almighty power in the church, 
sets himself to work to get up a mock church 
—one that will have the form of truth with- 
out the power, so working into a counterfeit 
identification with the true church. He starts 
falsehood calculated to break up communi- 
cation between Christ and the world ; and his 
policy in some measure succeeds. By get- 
ting up false doctrines about the Second 
Coming, and introducing the idea that the 
age of miracles is past, and a variety of such 


falsehoods, he has apparently prevailed over 


the power of Christ since the close of the 
apostolic age. The almighty power that be- 
gan its work in the conception of Christ, was 
then stopped, as far as its manifestation in 
this world was concerned, and the world has 
gone on from that time, apparently broken 
off and separated from Christ. But God 
provided in the mean time that the world 
should progress in civilization and general 
preparation for full communication with him. 

We have come to the time now when the 
question is to be tried, whether Satan can 
longer prevent the renewed communication 
of that almighty power through unity with 
Christ ; whether he can hinder Christ from 
coming to us, and hinder us from going to 
him; whether the centripetal or centrifugal 
force is the strengest, the force that draws 
together into community, or the force that 
separates. It is manifest that the whole is- 
sue depends on the opening of communica- 
tion with the powers above. ‘There is sal- 
vation finished in Christ and it has been 
manifested in this world, under as difficult 
circumstances as can be conceived of: mani- 
fested first in Christ, then in his disciples, 
and the primitive church; manifested against 
all principalities and powers. The fact of 
the existence of such power is established 
beyond all question; and the only question 
now is whether we shall be able to get into 
communication withit. Just as certainly as 
we open communication with that power and 
allow it to deploy, so surely the devil’s power 
is lost—the righteousness of Christ, and 
health to soul and body is sure to go forth 


‘ 








conquering andto conquer. On the other 
hand, if the devil can stop that communica- 
tion he will stop this work, and hinder the 
glory of God from covering the earth. 


It is one of the most important branches 
of education in the church, to learn Satan’s 
devices, and know how to counteract and 
defeat him in respect to communication. I 
count that Satan hinders us from open com- 
munication with Hades. We are not hin- 
dered by the laws of nature or by the will 
of God ina naturalwway. Of course this, as 
everything else, is under his will ; but it is 
contrary to his will as it is done in heaven. 
The will of God where it acts freely, without 
obstruction, is not that those who love one an- 
other should be separated in this way. Sa- 
tan has interposed his spirit between us and 
avery important branch of the church. 
I expect that we shall defeat him in this 
thing, and the vail will be taken away, 


°° 
that separates the living from the dead. 





HOME-TALK—NO. 158. 
Reronten Fen, 16, 1852, 
IMAGINATION, 

We have spoken frequently about the im- 
portance of getting our tongues loose—get- 
ting utterance. We should carry this prin- 
ciple back of utterance with the tongue.— 
‘We wrestle not with flesh and blood, but 
with principalities and powers.’ Satan does 
not speak to us with words, and our answer 
to him cannot be merely in words. The 
world does not speak to us merely by the 
vibrations of the atmosphere—we do not 
hear much from it in that way. Its clamor 
and power of utterance to us is spiritual.— 
Although it is very importaut for us to get our 
tongues loose, it is more radically impor- 
tant to get our imaginations loose. ‘True 
imaginations are the utterance of our life 
to the principalities and powers, and spiritual 
atmosphere, that are harrassing us. 

Now to show exactly what I mean: sup- 
pose that you are in an atmosphere of dia- 
bolical poison—tempted exceedingly to evil 
thinking. ‘That atmosphere is an utter- 
ance to you; it is a constant affirmation 
of a lie, thrusting itself upon your life and 
spiritual senses. You may know in your 
central being—in your deepest counsel-cham- 
ber of judgment—that there is no occasion 
for evil thinking, and that this clamor around 
you is a lie ; and yet you will find it exceed- 
ingly difficult to project your judgment into 
what may be called the utterance of the im- 
agination or spiritual reply: and your dif- 
ficulty is precisely the same that it would be 
if you should undertake to talk and defend 
your views of truth in the presence of a 
crowd of persons that are perfectly opposed 
to what you wish to say, and entirely inac- 
cessible to the truth. You would find it 
very difficult to talk—your tongue would be 
thick, and not ‘ go off well,’ under such cir- 
cumstances. 

This same difficulty we find in struggling 
with the powers of darkness—it is difficult 
to correct our imaginations in the midst of a 
fog predisposing to evil thoughts. You may 
in the bottom of your heart, feel that all is 
right, and ery like the man at the helm, 
‘all’s well;’ but it is difficult for you 
to project from your brain an atmosphere 
which says ‘all’s well’, and give the lie to 
the surrounding atmosphere. This is a great 
and very desirable faculty: it can be culti- 
vated. You can increase the power of it, 
until you can throw your imagination accor- 
ding to your best judgment into the midst 
of any surrounding of spirits. You can 
give the lie to a false spiritual affirmation— 
pour forth your own spirit upon it—beat it 
down, and carry conviction through it— 
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disperse it as you would cut to pieces the 
argument of a weak man. It is a faculty 
of the same nature as the faculty of speech 
and argument, only deeper. 

It is good in cultivating this faculty, 
look at such an example as B——. That 
man has no trouble in seeing everything all 
one way, from any position that he chooses ; 
catching at every idea and allusion, every 
curious vapor of thought that gives unity to 
his idea, and making every thing bear just 
as he wants to have it. He will start from 
a determination, for instance, to put down 
what he calls a humbug—no matter at all 
what the merits of the thing are, if he has 
settled the fact that it is for his interest to 
break it down, he forthwith sends his imagin. 
ations in that direction, and spins out his 
stuff wonderfully. He has great power 
spinning out his imaginations voluntarily, 
from any position he chooses to take. And 
he has a faculty of hunting up a great deal of 
truth, and ingeniously applying it in favor 
of his position. 

Perhaps you will say this is not a de- 
sirable faculty ; but [ think that it isa very 
desirable one, with the understanding that it 
should be used in the service of the truth; 
and there is need of it in that service. 

For instance, we certainly know that all 
is well; but there is an immense power of 
contrary affirmation the atmosphere 
around us: and it is very difficult sometimes 
to realize the fact that all is well. I think 
it is worth a great deal to be able to spin 
out our imaginations in that direction.— 
First take our position from what we know 
to be the truth, and then send out our life |! 
in true imaginations. — It is very important 
that we should cultivate the faculty of srr- 
rounding ourselves with such imaginations : | 


in 


and learn to persuade ourselves and others | 
that all is well, and to catch every idea that 

can possibly be woven into the tissue, and | 
become as skillful in weaving our tissue of 
true imaginations, as B—— is in his hit-or- 
miss way. Voluntary power of spiritual |‘ 
utterance—projecting of our imaginations 
into surrounding darkness, is a very high 
and desirable faculty. 

This is the way, that such men as B 
ereate public opinion. They take 
ground, make up their mind what they are 
going to do, what opinion they want to cir- 
culate, and then they blow abroad their own 
plausible way, 





their 


unaginations in such a fair, 
that they will catch and ignite in other’ 
imaginations, and sure enough it is public 
opinion right away. Kossuth has a won- 
derful faculty of this kind. This faculty is 
in itself neither gooa nor evil ; it is good or 
evil according to the principles that it serves. 
If you have a true principle to start from, 
the more of this faculty you have and exer- 
It is worth a great deal | 
around 


cise, the better. 
to get correct imazginations—look 
and gather np all the little incidents and 
facts you can think of—till you work wp a 
large tissue of true imaginations. This is 
just the faculty of /vith—calling things that 
are not, as though they were. 





The Refining Process. 

Certain kinds of wire are made in the follow 
ing manner perhaps 
eight inches long and two inches in diameter, 
furnace, is entered 


A mass of erude iron, 
after being heated white in a 
between two great iron rollers, 
upon each other by water or steam power.— 
These rollers have their cireamference a 
series of grooves, matching cach other so as to 


which revolve 
on 


make round holes, varying in size from an inch 
and a half to 2 quater or an cighth of an inch 
indiameter. The crude mass is first passed 
through the largest hole, and comes out smooth, 
round, and twice as long as it was at first.— 


of | 


| trouble.’ 


— — ————— 


Then it is passed through the next ciation’ 
hole, and is drawn out to a still greater length. 
So it goes through one place after another, in- 
creasing in length and lessening in diameter at 
each passage, till it is transformed into wire, 
10 or 15 feet long, as small and almost as 
| flexible as a whip-cord. 

If the iron could feel and speak it would 
while passing between 
in this manner: 
I never shall 


probably bemoan itself, 
the rollers the first time, 
‘What a dreadful pressure ! 
get through ; these rollers will tear me in pie- 
So indeed they would, if the iron were 
not well heated. But the workman knows 
that all issafe. The iron passes through, and 
comes out well smocthed, and very much re- 
‘ Now (it says to itself) I am 
the workman 


| ces’ ! 


duced in size. 
finished, and shall have 
will never put me between those ugly rollers 
again ; orif he docs, T am so much smaller 
than I was at first, and have so much experi- 
that I shall go through without any 
But, alas! the poor iron is soon 
what is 


rest 5 


ence, 


nut between the rollers again, and, 
has to go through a smaller place than 


worse, 
before. And so it is the next time, and the 
next. Again and again the iron feels the 


sume dreadful pressure, and wonders why it 
should be dealt with inthe same way so many 
times. Again and again it is relieved, and 
hopes its sufferings are ended. But this pro- 
cess must go on till the workman is satisfied. 
Brother believer, is not thisa symbol of your 
’ 
experience ? Did you not almost despair in 
the first fiery trial of your soul? When you 
emerged from it, did you not comfort yourself 
‘with the funey that you should never be tried 
in this way the second time ? When this fan- 
cy was proved false, and you was put between 
the great rollers of tribulation again, did you 
not find the second hole smaller than the firet 3 
As you have gone through one pressure after 
another, and have found them very much alike, 
have you not wondered that you should be 
tried in the same way somany times? If this 
|is your case, you may see hy our similitude, 
that God, your refiner, Aas an object in passing 
i you through a series of trials similar in kind 
hut always increasing in severity: and you 
imay be sure that he will continue the process, 
till he has reduced you to a state of spiritual 
refinement suitable to your heavenly destiny. 
Beloved, think it not strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you.? Remember 
that it is the refuse iron only that is thrown 
aside and left to rest. Remember, too, that if 
you are well heated with the spirit ‘of faith and 
the terrible machinery of temptation can 
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pax= The New York and Brooklyn Associa- 
tion of Orthodox ‘lergymie n, have decided to 
take up the subject of the “ Spiritual Manifest- 
ations,” at their convention next spring ; and 
the Rey. Charles Beecher, of Newark, N. J., 


has been seleeted to prepare an article present- 











ling the subject, in its various phases, to the 
Association. —-V. ¥. Z¢rpress. 
~CORRESPON = 
Griswoldville, Nov. 30, 1852. 


—We have reevived three Nos. a the Semi- 
W ge Circular, and are heartily thankful tor 
its present position and prospeets ; and we bow 
tu Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
earnestly pray that our hearts may be filled 
with the knowledge of his will, in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding, that the objeet of 
(tod in establishing this free medium of com- 
munication may be realized. Huclosed we 
snd $3, as a first monthly instalment to the 
New volume, Please accept our might, or 
mite, asan external renewal of our pledge of en- 
tire devotion to the will of God. We feel small 
in a separate capacity, but we can overcome as 
Clerist did, by union with almighty power.— 
Nothing less will fill my capacity, small as it is, 
and nothing less can raise me from’ the dead. 
| feel very much like taking held of the victory 
won, and pressing forward to the conquest of 
putting rall thins sunder my feet. ‘To overcome 
as Christ overeame, is the hope of our calling, 
involving the destruction of pride and selfish- 
ness, and the development of the divine image. 
We have our personal conflicts, trials, and 
tribulations ; but even in the ‘valley of the 
shadow of death’ we fear no evil, and we make 
no extra draught on the sympathy of those 
whose position is different from ours; yet we 
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| would odtineiie »dge with all beniliey bale grati- 
| tude that we derive strength and comfort from 
the legitimate labors of those who are before 
us in the gospel. To such we look with filial 
love, and analyze their doings without fear. 

December 21st. Our present position in 
business may be compared to a pinion-wheel in 
a piece of machinery, confined to the operation 
of the machinery 14 hoursin a day. We have 
less time for reflection and one kind of mental 
improvement than seems desirable. But 
Christ is in our hearts, and we wait on him to 
change our position as he pleases ; and hope to 
be useful to him in promoting the interests of , 
his kingdom in every possible position. I ex- 
pect the way will open for me to be connected 
more immediately with the school of Christ, so 
as to realize the trials and benefits of commu- 
nity life; but I will not be over-anxious or 
double-minded about this matter-—-God shall 
have his own way. In the meantime I am 
exercised with the lofty ambition of putting all 
things under my feet, of acquiring universal 
dominion, even to the bringing ofevery thought 
to the obedience of Christ. The evidence 
and substance of this thing is in my heart, and 
when fully developed is the complete victory 
which will render us devil- -proof. 

December 30th. I am deficient in prompt- 
ness of action, and am inexcusable for delaying 
so long to send this letter: please pardon my 
delinquency, and love me freely, aa I shall 
do better next time. You had better believe 
that we love you all, as in gratitude bound to 
do ; and the arterial blood which we feel flow- 
ing from the central heart, as naturally flows 
back again, when all obstructions are removed. 
Enclosed is $5, instead of $3, for The Cir- 
cular. I think I shall beable to send $3, a 
month towards paper and ink, &e. Yours 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free. L. Houuister. 


FROM NEW YORK, 

(Bro. G. W. Robinson of Baldwinsville, who has, 
for himself and two or three sisters of the same place, 
sent us liberal monthly contributions during the 
past year, writes us as follows :] 

Baidwinsville, Jan. 3, 1853. 


—With the advent of the new year it seems 
fitting to take a retrospective view of God’s 
goodness, and indeed, I for one have much 
vanse for thankfulness. But how shall I write 
without appearing egotistical, even in speakin 
of the goodness of our Father. When Christ 
had sent his twelve disciples to preach, without 
staves, scrip, bread, or money, and they had 
returned, and were with him at the last passo- 
ver, he asked them whether they had lacked 
anything on that mission, and they said, Noth- 
ing. Just so, contrary to the financial policy 
of this world, I have sent, from a limited in- 
come, monthly contributions for the support of 
the free gospel press, commencing Nov , 1851, 
and am happy to state, in honor of God’s provi- 
dence, that our family has lacked nothing ; eve- 
ry want has been fully supplied. So too, 
during the same period, several attacks of dis- 
ease, together with the old enemy dyspepsia, 
have given way, and been routed by the power 
of faith. 

The visits of the Semi-weekly Circular are 
truly refreshing. To all such as Tam, exposed 
to the spirit of the world as well as Satan, it 
comes with timely help to serew up the heart 
to concert pitch. The Table-talks are to mé 
particularly edifying, and are the means of en. 
larging my heart in relation to the every-day 
business of’ eating and drinking. 

[ was present two evenings at Oneida, during 
the discussion on Mr. Brisbane’s proposition, 
and was happy to add my testimony to the truth 
that people can be communized when past 35, 
and can love, and do not dry up like brush. 
The grace of God, puts at fault all such phi- 
losophy, aswell as the more common infidelity 
of the day. And so farewell. 

Gro. W. Rostnson, 





I&F Our readers will have heard of. the narrow 
escape of President Pierce and his lady, and the 
instant death of their only son, by a railroad acei- 
dent on Thursday last. This event, together with 
the precarious situation of the Vice-President, Mr. 
King, is well calculated to sober the in-coming ad- 
ministration, and to chasten the ambition of too great 
prosperity. We hope for good to the party and 
the nation, from these reminders of Providence. 





J&P We had a eall this week from a long-haired 
philosopher, who assured us that during one of his 
clairvoyant intervals he had discovered the long 
sought secret of perpetual motion. As he seemed to 
think the world was not yet prepared for so great 
a revelation, we modestly forbore to press our in- 
quiries. 





ja Dr. Ives, the Episcopal Bishop of North 
Carolina, has lately come out a Catholic. 





From the N. Y. Tribune. 


Tria or THE Catorie Sure Ertcsson.— 
This vessel returned to the City Wednesday 
afternoon at 2 o’clock, and anchored in the 
North River, opposite the Battery. She left 
her dock at the foot of North Eighth-st., 
Williamsburgh, on Tuesday morning at Of 
o'clock ; passed the flagstaff on Governor's 
Island at 9 o’clock 56 minutes, and pacsed 
abreast of Fort Dimond at 10 o’clock 303 min- 
utes ; thus making a distance of 73 miles i in 
344 minutes. She arrived at the buoy on the 
South-West Spit at 11 o’clock 21 minutes ; 
after rounding the buoy, owing to the boister- 
ous weather, accompanied with a severe snow- 
storm, it was deemed prudent to come to an- 
chor and remain during the night. On her 
way down and returning, the engine was not 
stopped or the speed slackened. Some alter- 
ations and improvements are yet to be made in 
her engines, and her engineers will make sev- 
eral excursions for the purpose of testing her 
qualities thoroughly before she proceeds on her 
grand trial trip to Philadelphia, Baltimore and 
Charleston. The speed attained on this trip 
has far exceeded the anticipations of those in- 
terested, and also that claimed by the inventor, 
Capt. Ericsson. During Wednesday and the 
day before, after it was known thac the Ericsson 
had finally proceeded down the Bay, there was 
much curiosity manifested, throughout this and 
the adjoining cities, to learn the final result of 
the experiment. Thousands of persons visited 
the Battery on Tuesday afternoon, for the 
purpose of getting a glimpse of the modern 
Flying Dutchman, propelled not by wind, nor 
by steam, but by the perfectly invisible power 
of hot air. Wednesday afternoon she was the 
eynosure of countless eyes, as she rode at an- 
chor off Castle Garden. 

We deem it proper to state as a matter of 
great importance and universal interest, that 
the projectors of the grand enterprise of substi- 
tuting hot air for steam in the propelling of 
vessels, confidently believe that their late exper- 
imental trip establishes their success beyond 
a doubt. The performance of the Ericsson on 
Tuesday, is considered by them entirely con- 
clusive. The vessel went down the harbor 
with the wind and tide at the rate of fowrleen 
miles anhour. The engineer allowed the fires 
to go entirely out while the vessel lay at anchor 
below. On the following day they were re- 
kindled and the ship was propelled back against 
both wind and tide, at the rate of seven and a 
half miles an hour, with a partial application 
of power. There were some imperfections in 
the working of the machinery, arising merely 
from defective adjustment, or imperfect pack- 
ing, but nothing that was reckoned as casting any 
doubt whatever upon the entire and perfect 
success of the great experiment, with the ship 
and engine as they now stand. 

One hardly knows in what terms to express 
the expectations that may be enter‘ained of 
the results that will follow the triumph which 
is thus believed to have been achieved. It pre- 
figures a revolution of the most interesting and 
extraordinary character. 

Atan early day, probably on Tuesday of 
next week, another experimental trip will be 
made, on which occasion the members of the 
Press of this City will be invited to witness the 
second performance of the new ship and engine. 








Applications for The Circular. 


(The following note, in reply to a request just re- 
ceived, sufficiently explains itself, and is published 
for the information of those who may be disposed to 
make similar applications :] 

Brooklyn, Jan. &, 1853. 
Mr. H——-: 

Dear Sir—Your note of the 6th inst., requesting 
us to send you The Circular, is just received. We 
will send the paper to you as you desire. 

You also request us to send it to G. W. C. of D—— : 
but you do not inform us whethor he has hii self re- 
quested you to make this application for him. We 
are glad to send our paper to those who really wish 
to read it, and are interested in the principles it 
advocates: but we have no desire to thrust it upon 
those who are not thus interested. In som instan- 
ces, where we have sent it to persons at the request 
of another, (a friend, perhaps, who wished to have 
them read the paper,) it has been sent back as re- 
fused, from the Post Office to which we had directed 
it. We have, therefore, adopted it as a general 
rule, not to send our paper to persons of whom we 
have no knowledge, unless they apply for it them- 
selves, or unless we are satisfied in some other way 
that they desire it. Ifyou, by corresponding with 
G. W. C., can assure us that itis his own wish to 
have the Circular sent to him, we will cheerfully 
forward it to his address. Yours respectfully, 

J. L. Skinner, for the Publishers. 


ee 


Letters Received. 





L. Holister; S. P. Hopkins; A. Kinsley; H. 
Allen; N. A. Morse; N. W. Rockwood; G. 
Grant; J.B. & A. Lyvere; G. W. Robinson; D. 


8. Close. 








Je Mr. Finney is preaching in Syracuse. 


M. Hopkins ; 
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